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 The Moonshine Store Honored with “Enjoy Illinois: Delicious 
Destination” Award  

Illinois Office of Tourism celebrates restaurants that are authentically Illinois, attracting 
visitors and locals to state’s diverse communities 

 
Martinsville  – The Illinois Office of Tourism (IOT) and the Land of Lincoln Regional Tourism 
Office today announced Moonshine Store, located in Martinsville, is a recipient of an “Enjoy 
Illinois: Delicious Destination” award, which honors local food establishments around the state 
that are beloved destinations for visitors and locals alike. Moonshine Store is among a select 
group of Illinois establishments to receive the unique designation from the tourism bureau. All 
award winners will receive a certificate from the state and a window cling to inform diners of the 
state designation.  
 
“From family-owned restaurants with long and storied histories to the hottest new cuisines in the 
world, Illinois has emerged as a premier culinary destination for both domestic and international 
visitors,” said Jen Hoelzle, Illinois State Travel Director. “The ‘Enjoy Illinois: Delicious 
Destination’ award honors those restaurants that are authentically Illinois, making a trip to the 
state unforgettable.”  
 
The Moonshine Store is situated at a country crossroads near the town of Martinsville, IL. It is 
an adventure in itself just finding the place. What makes it special is the unique atmosphere of 
this little country store that is home to the famous “Moonburger”. It has been featured on the 
CBS Morning Show.  It is a “must stop” location for travelers with its guest book logging visitors 
from all 50 states and around the world. In April 2014, a new record was set where 3,251 
burgers were served during a major motorcycle rally, the Moonshine Lunch Run. 
 
Many travelers come to Illinois because of the state’s flourishing restaurant scene. According to 
a 2013 D.K. Shifflet & Associates Study, nearly one third of leisure travelers to Illinois reported 
participating in a unique “culinary experience” as a key part of their vacation, proving culinary 
offerings are a key motivator for travel.  
 
To be considered for an award, restaurants must be nominated by a Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, Regional Tourism Office, community member or Enjoy Illinois social media fan. The 
nominee must be a one-of-a-kind restaurant that is authentic to Illinois and an established part 
of its community. Only restaurants located in Illinois will be considered for the “Enjoy Illinois: 
Delicious Destination” award, which is chosen by IOT.  
 
For more information about the state’s culinary offerings and “Enjoy Illinois: Delicious 
Destination” awards, visit EnjoyIllinois.com or Facebook.com/EnjoyIllinois.   
 

### 



 
The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Office of Tourism manages 

industry efforts that result in sustainable and significant economic and quality-of-life benefits for 
Illinois residents. 

 
The Land of Lincoln Regional Tourism Office promotes tourist activities in a thirty-three county 

area in central Illinois. 


